[MRI of brain abscesses].
Four cases of brain abscess were examined on 1.5T MR and their findings were evaluated retrospectively. Preoperative cases had relatively characteristic findings, such as 1) peripheral edema producing hypointensity on T1-weighted images (T1WI) and hyperintensity on T2-weighted images (T2WI); 2) central necrosis with abscess fluid hypointense relative to white matter on T1WI and hyperintense on T2WI; 3) abscess rim iso- to hypointense on T2WI. Gd-DTPA enhanced T1WI carried further information; comparison of iso- to hypointense rim on T2WI (abscess rim) and enhanced area by Gd-DTPA on T1WI suggested that the former represented zone of macrophage infiltration.